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Understand what the Year 4 
MTC is .

Know how t o suppor t  your  c hild  
pre pa re  for  t he  Ye a r  4 MTC.

By t he  e nd  of  t he  se ss ion 
you should :

Session Aims
To know how t o suppor t  your  
c hild  in le a rning t he ir  t ime st a ble s



Why are times tables so important?

● Knowing their times tables will give your child confidence in their 
ability in Maths. We aim for all children to be able to mentally recall 
their times tables, moving away from counting on their fingers as 
they become more confident.

● Times tables can help your child to grasp other mathematical 
concepts, such as fractions, division, ratio and percentages to name 
a few. 

● If a child is confident with their times table skills, then this can reduce 
the cognitive load when learning a new method.
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Ways to support times table knowledge ?

• Count and look for patterns.
• Understand that multiplication is repeated addition.
• Remember that multiplication is commutative. 
• Remember that multiplication is the inverse of division. 
• Recall and utilise fact families. 

Use different representations to represent multiplication, such as:
• Concrete manipulatives suck as multilink cubes or counters.
• Create pictorial representations such as arrays. 
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Counting and looking for patterns
Exa mple : Count ing in 2s  

2, 4, 6 , 8, 10 … 

• Ensure  c hildre n ha ve  a  s t rong 
unde rs t a nding of  c ount ing in groups  f ir s t .

• Whe n c hildre n a re  se c ure  wit h c ount ing, 
t he y c a n t he n look for  pa t t e rns .
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Repeated addition

Knowing t ha t  2 x 4 is  t he  sa me  a s  2 + 2 + 2 + 2

2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = ? 2 x 4 = ?
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Multiplication is commutative
3 x 2 is  t he  sa me  a s  2 x 3

Childre n ne e d  t o  unde rs t a nd  t ha t  mult ip lic a t ion c a n be  
c omple t e d  in a ny orde r  t o  produc e  t he  sa me  a nswe r . 

Some t ime s  t his  link ne e ds  t o  be  ma de  e xplic it . 

3 lots of 2 = 6
2 lots of 3 = 6
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Multiplication is the inverse of division

20 ÷ 5 = 4 c a n be  worke d  out  be c a use  5 x 4 = 20

Using p ic t or ia l re pre se nt a t ions  (suc h a s  a r ra ys) is  use ful he re  for  c hildre n t o  se e  t he  
link be t we e n mult ip lic a t ion a nd  d ivis ion. 
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Even though division is not tested in the MTC, it is important that pupils have a strong understanding of the connection between multiplication and division. 
Again, the use of arrays is key. Children need experience of pulling arrays apart into groups or sharing. After basic experience has been gained, the children should start to ‘see’ an array structure as 5 groups of 4 equal 20 and 20 can be split into 5 groups of 4.



Fact families

4 x 5 = 20, 5 x 4 = 20, 20 ÷ 5 = 4, 20  ÷ 4 = 5

Due  t o t he ir  c ommut a t ive  unde rs t a nding, c hildre n should  a lso be  a b le  t o  se e  whole  
numbe r  fa milie s . For  ma ny c hildre n t his  will ne e d  t o  be  point e d  out  a nd  d isc usse d . 
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From here it is only a short jump to understanding that any missing number can be worked out through knowledge of fact families, e.g. 4 x [ ] = 20 or [ ] ÷ 4 = 5. There are other methods children can use to work out missing numbers but our goal is to increase working memory in order to increase instant recall from long term memory. Being able to bounce around a fact family will achieve that.



Using known facts

4 x 6 = ?
I know 4 x 5 = 20

Therefore, 20 + 4 = 24

By using known facts from ‘easier’ times tables, children should be able to find 
answers with increasing speed. 
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The school has invested into TTRS to make practicing times tables more fun. 

Using TTRS for  ~10  minut e s  a  da y ha s  prove n t o  quic kly improve  a  c hild’s  re c a ll a nd  pa c e  for  t he ir  
t ime s t a b le s .

Time s  Ta b le  Roc ks t a r s

What  can you do at  home?

Sound C he c k St ud io Ga r a ge

25 que st ions  –  6  se c onds pe r  
que st ion

The  fa s t e r  you a nswe r , t he  
highe r  “s t a t us” you e a rn

Ge ne ra t e s  a  he a t ma p t o  show 
whic h TTs t o  foc us  on



Verbally reciting times table sequences 
a nd t e s t ing your  c hild  wit h ve rba l 
que st ions  c a n suppor t  long t e rm 

me mor isa t ion.

Re gula r  Ve r ba l P r a c t ic e

What  can you do at  home?
P a t t e r n s po t t ing

Finding quic k- t r ic ks  a nd pa t t e rns  t o  
suppor t  le a rning some  of  t he  t r ic kie r  

t ime s t a b le s
Suc h a s ... 

Find  8x by double , double , double
Find t he  9 x t a b le  by mult ip lying by 10 , 

t he n subt ra c t ing t he  mult ip lie r .
“5, 6 , 7, 8”  56  = 7 X 8

Time s  Ta b le  W a ll C ha r t s

Put t ing up  or  c re a t ing post e rs  t ha t  
d isp la y t ime s t a b le s  a llows c hildre n t o  

re gula r ly se e  a nd re mind t he mse lve s  of  
t ime s t a b le  fa c t s



The Multiplication Tables Check is an on - sc re e n c he c k 
c onsis t ing of  25 t ime s t a b le  que st ions .

Your  c hild  will be  a ble  t o  a nswe r  3 pra c t ic e  que st ions  
be fore  t he  a c t ua l c he c k be gins .

The y will be  give n 6 seconds to answer each question, with 
a 3 second rest between each question. As such, the test is 
usually completed in less than 5 minutes.

Quick recall of times tables, rather than working them out, 
is essential .

Takes place between Monday June 1 st  and Friday June 12 th .

What  is the MTC?

Multiplication tables check: information video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dpe7JgyoPzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dpe7JgyoPzg


The purpose of the check is to determine 
whe t he r  your  c hild  c a n f lue nt ly re c a ll t he ir  
t ime s t a b le s  up  t o  12, whic h is  e sse nt ia l for  
fut ure  suc c e ss  in ma t he ma t ic s .

Muc h of  t he  c ur r ic ulum in Ye a r  5 a nd 6  is  
de s igne d t o  build  on wha t  t he y a lre a dy know, 
suc h a s  ha ving a  quic k re c a ll of  t he ir  t ime s 
t a b le  fa c t s .

It  c a n a lso be  use ful t o  t e a c he rs  t o  ide nt ify if  
your  c hild  ma y ne e d a ddit iona l suppor t  in t he  
fut ure . 

Why do Year 4s do 
the MTC? Year Group Multiplication Curriculum

Year 1 Counting forwards and 
backwards in 2s and 10s

Year 2 Learning about the 
concept of multiplication  

along with 2x, 5x and 
10x tables

Year 3 3x, 4x and 8x tables
Year 4 All times tables up to 12x

Year 5 & 6 Application of times 
tables to solve complex 
problems, e.g. areas of 

compound shapes, 
converting improper 

fractions and calculating 
ratios.



The on- sc re e n de sign of  t he  c he c k me a ns t ha t  it  c a n be  ma de  a c c e ss ib le  t o  e ve ry c hild .

The  c he c k ha s  be e n de signe d t o  be  inc lus ive  a nd a c c e ss ib le  t o  a s  ma ny c hildre n a s  poss ib le , 
inc luding t hose  wit h Spe c ia l Educ a t iona l Ne e ds  a nd Disa bilit ie s  or  English a s  a n Addit iona l 
La ngua ge .

Te a c he rs  a re  a ble  t o  a djust  t he  t e s t  t o  suit  suc h a ddit iona l ne e ds .
e .g . c ha nging t he  font  s ize , e na bling a n a udio ve rs ion a nd t e a c he rs  c a n input  on t he ir  be ha lf . 
The se  judge me nt s  will be  ma de  by t he  sc hool.

Addit iona l t ime  t o  a nswe r  e a c h que st ion is  not  a llowe d –  se t  t o  6  se c onds pe r  que st ions  for  
e ve ry c hild . 

Accessibility



In Year 4, times tables are a key focus and are 
re gula r ly pra c t ic e d  unde r  t ime d c ondit ions  
us ing in c la ss  t e s t s  a nd  MTC st yle  s imula t ion. 
We  use  t ime st a ble s .c o.uk whic h c a n a lso be  
a c c e sse d  f rom home . 

This  is  use d  t o  g ive  c hildre n t he  c ha nc e  t o  
fa milia r ise  t he mse lve s  wit h wha t  t he  c he c k will 
look like , a nd  how t o e nt e r  a nswe rs .

This  is  a lso s imila r  t o  t he  TTRS ga me : 
Soundc he c k a nd t he  Mult ip lic a t ion Che c k on 
Ma t hsFra me , whic h is  a lso f re que nt ly use d  a t  
sc hool.

At  school

Childre n c ur re nt ly pra c t ic e  
t he ir  t ime s t a b le s  da ily in 
sc hool t ime .



Our school will practice on PCs
t o  c omple t e  t he  MTC wit h, so c hildre n will ne e d  
t o  t ype  in t he ir  a nswe rs  on a  numbe r  pa d  t ha t  
is  on t he  r ight - ha nd s ide  of  t he  ke yboa rd).

Childre n c a n be  a t  r isk of  t yping in a n a nswe r  
t oo quic kly a nd ma king a  mis t a ke  –  a s  suc h we  
e nc oura ge  e a c h c hild  t o  know t he  a nswe r  
be fore  e nt e r ing it . 

St rategy

Childre n c ur re nt ly pra c t ic e  
da ily in sc hool t ime .



- Times Tables Rockstars
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/teacher

- Hit the Button 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

- Multiplication Tables Check – this website mirrors the check the children will be receiving at the 
end of Year 4. 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check

- Times Tables
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
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Games to try:
Climb the stairs counting in multiples
Play time tables games verbally.
Listen and sing along to times tables songs.
Take it in turns to say times tables in funny voices. 
Play maths games online. 
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Schools are given access to all their pupils’ 
re sult s , t o  a llow t he m t o ide nt ify pupils  t ha t  ne e d  
a ddit iona l suppor t . 

How  w ill t he  r e s ult s  
be  us e d?

Result s

W ill I f ind  out  my c hild ’s  s c or e ?

Ye s –  pa re nt s  will be  provide d wit h t he ir  c hild’s  
sc ore  a longside  t he ir  e nd  of  ye a r  re por t  c a rd .

W ha t  is  t he  pa s s  
ma r k?

The re  is  no na t iona l pa ss  ma rk for  t he  c he c k –  we  
s t r ive  t o  suppor t  e ve ry c hild  in a c hie ving 10 0 % . 
The re  is  a  Trust  pa ss  ma rk (20 24- 5  -  22 a nd a bove ) 

The  MTC is  purpose fully 
c a lle d  a  “c he c k” –  it  is  jus t  a n 
oppor t unit y t o  se e  how your  
c hild  is  ge t t ing on.

We  t a ke  c a re  t o  not  put  
unne c e ssa ry pre ssure  on 
c hildre n a nd t he ir  re sult s .

As long a s  your  c hild  doe s  t he  
be st  t he y c a n, it  is  a ll we  a sk 
of  t he m!



Thank you 
for your 

t ime

If you have any questions, please 
lia ise  wit h your  c hild’s  c la ss  t e a c he r

This  Powe rPoint  will be  ma de  
a va ila ble  on t he  sc hool we bsit e , a nd  
fur t he r  informa t ion c a n be  found on 

t he  gove rnme nt  we bsit e .
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